AUTHENTICATED
U.S. GOVERNMENT
INFORMATION

GPO

Forest Service, USDA

these designations is prohibited by 36
CFR 261.13. Motor vehicle use off des-
ignated roads and trails and outside
designated areas is prohibited by 36
CFR 261.13.

(b) Scope. The responsible official
may incorporate previous administra-
tive decisions regarding travel manage-
ment made under other authorities, in-
cluding designations and prohibitions
of motor vehicle use, in designating
National Forest System roads, Na-
tional Forest System trails, and areas
on National Forest System lands for
motor vehicle use under this subpart.

(c) For definitions of terms used in
this subpart, refer to §212.1 in subpart
A of this part.

§212.51 Designation of roads, trails,
and areas.

(a) General. Motor vehicle use on Na-
tional Forest System roads, on Na-
tional Forest System trails, and in
areas on National Forest System lands
shall be designated by vehicle class
and, if appropriate, by time of year by
the responsible official on administra-
tive units or Ranger Districts of the
National Forest System, provided that
the following vehicles and uses are ex-
empted from these designations:

(1) Aircraft;

(2) Watercraft;

(3) Over-snow vehicles (see §212.81);

(4) Limited administrative use by the
Forest Service;

(5) Use of any fire, military, emer-
gency, or law enforcement vehicle for
emergency purposes;

(6) Authorized use of any combat or
combat support vehicle for national de-
fense purposes;

(7) Law enforcement response to vio-
lations of law, including pursuit; and

(8) Motor vehicle use that is specifi-
cally authorized under a written au-
thorization issued under Federal law or
regulations.

(b) Motor vehicle use for dispersed
camping or big game retrieval. In desig-
nating routes, the responsible official
may include in the designation the
limited use of motor vehicles within a
specified distance of certain designated
routes, and if appropriate within speci-
fied time periods, solely for the pur-
poses of dispersed camping or retrieval
of a downed big game animal by an in-
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dividual who has legally taken that
animal.

§212.52 Public involvement.

(a) General. The public shall be al-
lowed to participate in the designation
of National Forest System roads, Na-
tional Forest System trails, and areas
on National Forest System lands and
revising those designations pursuant to
this subpart. Advance notice shall be
given to allow for public comment,
consistent with agency procedures
under the National Environmental Pol-
icy Act, on proposed designations and
revisions. Public notice with no further
public involvement is sufficient if a
National Forest or Ranger District has
made previous administrative deci-
sions, under other authorities and in-
cluding public involvement, which re-
strict motor vehicle use over the entire
National Forest or Ranger District to
designated routes and areas, and no
change is proposed to these previous
decisions and designations.

(b) Absence of public involvement in
temporary, emergency closures—(1) Gen-
eral. Nothing in this section shall alter
or limit the authority to implement
temporary, emergency closures pursu-
ant to 36 CFR part 261, subpart B, with-
out advance public notice to provide
short-term resource protection or to
protect public health and safety.

(2) Temporary, emergency closures
based on a determination of considerable
adverse effects. If the responsible offi-
cial determines that motor vehicle use
on a National Forest System road or
National Forest System trail or in an
area on National Forest System lands
is directly causing or will directly
cause considerable adverse effects on
public safety or soil, vegetation, wild-
life, wildlife habitat, or cultural re-
sources associated with that road,
trail, or area, the responsible official
shall immediately close that road,
trail, or area to motor vehicle use until
the official determines that such ad-
verse effects have been mitigated or
eliminated and that measures have
been implemented to prevent future re-
currence. The responsible official shall
provide public notice of the closure
pursuant to 36 CFR 261.51, including
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